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‘Robert Braunwart, 34, research edi-
‘tor al the Universily of Washmglon.
" U.S. cltizen;-~ Seattle* ~resident,?

Democrat. , [/, ST# o o e 2 g S
Subversive? Commie agcnl" Threat -
to nationa! security?

-Or is hetmerely an unwilting CIA
-patsy whose good- name gol caught up-

in some mock-Hitchcockian spy-hunt- - -

ing charade?

Well, the FBI thinks so. And if he
Is, how many more Robert
Braunwarts have files clultering up
the microfilm banks at CIA *Compa- .
ny' headquarters? Have you go& onp.
{o0?

Let's say it's lhe early '805. and
you're Robert Braunwart. a2 Moses .
Lake High School student destined {o -

get a bachelor's degree in political sqi- .

ence from the Unlversxty of Washing
ton.

Let's say you re a llule bit !ntzresl-
ed in the politics and cultural trapp-
- ings of foreign countries, and Life .
magazina and the local paper aren't ’
exactly providing the broadest possi-
ble windows on the world. .

-Lel’s say you decide to write direct-
ly to foreign capitals — to Canberra,

London, Tokyo, for example, or Pe- - -

" Xing_or Moscow or Belgrade or Ha.
vana. And leUs say some of these capi-
tals start sending you information,

- some of which the FBI maintains 20
yeajs later has been intercepted and
pored over by operatives of the CIA. " * .

lzl’s say it makes you mad enough .

file for access 1o your alleged CIA
dosne- under the Freedom of Infor-
mabon Act, and lel's say the CiA ;
won't hand over the purported file un-
lessforced by court order to do so.

you're - Robert, Brauowart, ltn tage slamps al bis disposal, had *s ub- - ormpncloasly ”»

' lp,s you mad, enough ‘to put up lhe

60 bucks it costs tosue theCIA. . ° 2.3
Haice, United States .District Court
Jcase [82-345, sliamped March 25, 1582:
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- gence Agency, in which one man
grabs for the long arm of a govern-
. ment agency allegedly reaching past -
-its jurisdiction — al} the way lo Mnscs

,.,Lake Wash. - -~ ., .

-
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. “l wrole to “half lhe mdcpcndmt
.countries i the world,” Braunwarl
“was saying the other day on the eve of

“I'd been interested in political sci-
ence and hislory and languages all
--along. I would like to emphasize that
"these are not the only countries I got
information from, :but I got informa-
. tion from the Soviet Union and China
and North Korea and basically all the
Ba!kan countries. And Cuba.” °

ture about the politics and history of ~
said countries. He got some childrens®

books and picture books, too. Some of
the information was about languages,
which Braunwarl says was useful see-
-ing as how he Wwas learning Russian
and trying tolearn Chincese,

Any CiA op with 2 dog-eared spy -
“novel in his drawer would have to fig- -,
ure Robert Braunwari, a teen-ager -
from Moses Lake with a wad of pos- -

versive’, .wrilten all over him.
Braunuart believes the CIA peeked at
.bismail. .

A number of :,ears agv there were

— -2 0l that,

. .wasn't.” -

the anniversary of his first dead-end- "
= ed éors apondencefrom the CIA. oo

He says he moslb feceived mcra- :

iya!

STAT

s0Ime ncwspaper rcpbns that the CIA' .
had.-beon:” doing that . routinely,'"]
“Braunwart $dys. ‘Al the time, $ince 1 ’

. knew that not all my mail had gotlcn’
through bolh ways, I thaught that per-,
haps it was the U.S. and not the for-
eign governments thit were taking il.

- “S0 il's-been a number of years .
that 1 lhought there was a possibmly |

*] decided in"principlé’yaars ago to l
check into it, bul It wasn't any real !
crucial thing. So 1 didn"t get around to l
:-doing it until December 1989. :

- “The FBI said the only thing they |

s ", hadon me was a request by the CIA to'

- check up and see if 1 was a subver.
sive. The FBI did that, and decndcd 1

- -He says the FBI sent him a reporl '

.of its investigation, but without the

CIA request that prompted the inquiry

tobeginwith,

His claim, then, is that the CIA kept

. @ dossier on him but won't admit jt

" and wouldn't release it if itdid. -

Steve Strong, Braunwart's altorney

In Scattle, theorizes that the agency is

. stallmg for time. _
Tf o *ji's embarrassing Ior them to
> have to admit that they read his
F mail,” .Strong says, allowing as how |
-the CIA also may be counting on an .
amendment to the kreecom of Infor-
mation Act presently bemg mulled in
Washmgt
~- One \\ould think thal the CIA would
find the final section of Braunwart's |
complaint to be embarrassing. 1n it, |
the plaintiff requests *a tinding thall

.clrcumstances surrounding the with-
. holding raise questions whether CiA

personnel may have acted arburanl,y
'!

Strong noley that {ke agency proba-
bhr 1s encuuraged by an executlve or-
der Issusd 10 days ago making lt casi-
erto ch»dy informatioz. . ——
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